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Out of  the Archives 
 

 A recent question posed to the Archives had us 

looking for early City ordinances requiring bicycles to 

be licensed and registered within Seattle. Ordinance 

68990  was passed on February 6, 1939, amending the 

existing license code to require registration and license 

plates for bicycles. A bit more digging unearthed letters 

sent in both protest and support of this legislation,  

giving a glimpse into a debate of the time that still  

resonates today.  

 Besides requiring licensing and registration for 

all bicycles, the ordinance declared certain bicycling 

acts unlawful, such as riding without a bell or lights, 

and carrying riders on handlebars. Penalties for not 
complying ranged from fines to time in jail.  

 Also considered for the ordinance, but  

ultimately not included, was a clause stipulating  

cyclists be permitted to ride on sidewalks. It was this 

topic in particular 

that inspired most 

of the letters. òI feel 

that legal sanction 

of this practice will 

bring about a  

condition highly 

dangerous to small 

children who might 

be using sidewalks 
in front of their 

homes, particularly 

where there are 

hedges or shrubs 

limiting visibility,ó 

wrote one resident. 

A letter in support 

of allowing the  

practice reads: òWe 

have never heard of 

a pedestrian...being 

hurt or killed by a 

bicycle on the  

sidewalk ñbut oh! 
the tragedies that 

occur when a bicycle meets a motorist on the street!ó 

Another letter in support struck a compromising tone: 

òWhy not make it a misdemeanor if a cyclist does not 

dismount when meeting or passing a pedestrian on the 

sidewalk. With the bicycles licensed, an offenderõs 

name can easily be obtained.ó  

 Letters like these, as well as petitions, protests, 

and other documents filed with the Clerkõs Office since 

Seattleõs beginnings, give voice to City residents and 

provide valuable context for legislative research.  

A Close Call 
 

 SMA recently experienced a sudden storage 

emergency that could have been much worse without 

the quick thinking of our staff, the help of a network 

of experts, and the generosity of a local business.  

 Late in the afternoon on March 8th, an  

archivist took a routine trip down to the SMA records 

vault to return an original 1930s -era film to our  

basement storage freezer. The freezer and adjacent 

cooler are used by the Archives for storing original  

acetate and nitrate -based photographic negatives and 

motion picture film. Acetate and nitrate are inherently 

unstable and require consistently low to freezing  
temperatures and regulated humidity levels to slow 

deterioration. Radical environmental fluctuations can 

cause irreversible damage.  

 When the staff member discovered the freezer 

and cooler were not working, a call for service was 

immediately placed. Technicians quickly determined 

that the freezer could not be fixed right away, making 

it a top priority to find a facility that could provide 

appropriate temporary storage on short notice. SMA 

put a call out to the Seattle Heritage Emergency  

Response Network ( SHERN), and received several  

responses from members offering suggestions and 

referrals. We contacted nearby storage facilities, and 

were grateful to accept Nordic Cold Storageõs offer to 
hold the materials free of charge. The items were  

taken to Nordic on March 9th.  

 Weõre happy to report that the freezer was 

fixed by March 14th, and all items were moved back 

in by March 21st. SMA has since updated our  

emergency procedures in case of future malfunctions.  

Assistant audio-visual archivist for MIPoPS Ari Lavigne helps 
prepare containers of negatives and film to be moved to Nordic 
Cold Storage. Photo courtesy Libby Hopfauf.  

A car and cyclist share the road near a safety island 
at Third Avenue and Yesler Way in October, 1928. 
Item 38287 (detail), Series 2625-10, SMA. 

http://clerk.seattle.gov/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s3=&s4=68990+&s5=&s1=&s2=&S6=&Sect4=AND&l=0&Sect2=THESON&Sect3=PLURON&Sect5=CBORY&Sect6=HITOFF&d=ORDF&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2Fcbor1.htm&r=1&f=G
http://clerk.seattle.gov/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s3=&s4=68990+&s5=&s1=&s2=&S6=&Sect4=AND&l=0&Sect2=THESON&Sect3=PLURON&Sect5=CBORY&Sect6=HITOFF&d=ORDF&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2Fcbor1.htm&r=1&f=G
https://shernseattle.wordpress.com/
http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=bicycle&S2=%40date%3E%3D19200000+and+%40date%3C%3D19310000&S3=&l=100&Sect7=THUMBON&Sect6=HITOFF&Sect5=PHOT1&Sect4=AND&Sect3=PLURON&d=PHO2&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2Fphot1.htm&r=3&f=G
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Newly Processed, contõd. 

 Also recently processed and available are the 

Public Information Officerõs Records from Parks and 

Recreation ( Series 5802 -07).  

 Comprising 5.6 cubic feet and filling 14 boxes, 

the materials include news releases, public feedback, 

photos, park 

complaints, and 

general parks 

management  

materials. The 

main focus of the 

records is on 
public relations 

relating to a wide 

variety of park 

related issues, 

most notably  

materials about 

off-leash areas 

for dogs. 

 The bulk of the material spans the decades of 

the 1980s through the 2000s, although a small amount 

of information from 1942 and 1976 is also included.  

Newly Processed: Camp Long Records 
 

 Covering the years 1932 to 2014, the Dept. of 

Parks and Recreationõs Camp Long Records (Series 

5808 -03) contains historical information related to the 

activities of this West Seattle park.  

 First conceived in 1937, Camp Long was carved 

from a 68 -acre corner of the West Seattle Golf Course.  

Named in honor of Seattle Judge William Long, who 

recognized the propertyõs recreational potential and 

was an early advocate for the parkõs creation, Camp 

Long was built through the collaborative efforts of City 

agencies, local residents and community groups, and 

with the support of the federal Works Progress  
Administration (W.P.A.). The park was constructed  

using materials salvaged from projects all over the city, 

including lumber from a dismantled school, building 

materials from a Civilian Conservation Corps camp, 

and old stone paving blocks from the repaving of East 

Madison Street.  

 Clark Shurman, a camping, climbing, and  

wilderness expert, designed a climbing rock he named 

"Monitor Rock," known today as "Shurman Rock." His 

design was meant to incorporate every mountaineering 

rock problem a climber might encounter during an  

actual climb. Still a popular feature, it stands at 25 feet 

high and 15 feet across and has been used by climbers 

for many years.  
 Included in this collection are news clippings, 

camp programming brochures from 1979 through 

2010, special event documents, and other ephemera 

such as a perfect attendance award from a camper in 

1964. Additional records include camp policy and  

procedure materials and annual reports .  

Documenting Activism in the Archives 
 

 City Archivist Anne Frantilla spoke at the Pacific 

Northwest Historians Guild 2018 History Conference, 

held in March at the Seattle Public Libraryõs central  

branch. The conference brought together historians, ar-

chivists, librarians and preservationists to explore the 

profound changes our region has experienced between 

1918 and 2018 through the theme From Armistice to  
Amazon: A Century of Transformation .  

 Anne participated in a panel focusing on urban 

activism during and after WWII with her presentation 

Citizen Activism and the RH Thomson Freeway . The  

Empire Expressway (later renamed the RH Thomson  

Freeway) was part of an 

extensive system of 

freeways planned by 
highway engineers that 

would have cut through 

Seattle residential  

areas.  

 Covering the 

years 1959 to 1972, 

Anneõs talk addressed 

how citizens and  

community groups  

interacted with City 

government through 

meetings, rallies, and 

attendance at public 

hearings to oppose and 
eventually convince 

City Council to stop 

construction of the  

freeway.   

Pictures of Monitor Rock from Camp Long dedication program, 
November 8, 1941.  
Record Series 5808-03, Box 2, Folder 7, SMA. 

Seattle Planning Commission report on the 
Empire Expressway, 1957. 
Series 1801-92, Document 6537, SMA.  

Open Space Forum, October 1991. 
Series 5802-07, Box 1, Folder 27, SMA. 

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=5802-07&l=50&Sect6=HITOFF&Sect5=ARCH1&Sect4=AND&d=SERS&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2FARCH1.htm&r=1&f=G
http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=camp+long&l=50&Sect6=HITOFF&Sect5=ARCH1&Sect4=AND&d=SERS&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2FARCH1.htm&r=1&f=G
http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=camp+long&l=50&Sect6=HITOFF&Sect5=ARCH1&Sect4=AND&d=SERS&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2FARCH1.htm&r=1&f=G

